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When the enemy adopts a policy to attack convoys, truck drivers become front line troops. Convoy

commanders must then become tacticians. How to study war? The student of tactics studies

previous fights and mentally places himself in the position of the participants. Knowing what they

knew, how would he have reacted? In hind sight, what was the best course of action, remembering

that there is no one perfect solution? Any number of actions would have succeeded. The tactician

must learn what would have worked best for him. For this reason, I have pulled together all the

examples of convoy ambushes. The 20th century, Vietnam War, and current war in Iraq provide a

wealth of examples of convoy ambushes from which to study. Unfortunately, the US Army did not

record many good accounts of ambushes during the Vietnam War. Much of what is presented in this

text is based upon oral interviews of the participants, sometimes backed by official record, citations

or reports. For this reason, some of the ambush case studies present only the perspective of a crew

member of a gun truck or the convoy commander. Since this academic study works best when one

mentally takes the place of one of the participants, this view of the ambush serves a useful purpose.

After my own review of the ambushes, I have drawn my own conclusion as to what principles apply

to convoy ambushes.
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Great reference material for essays.This book is a stark reminder to listen to lessons learned. By the

end of this book you will wonder why any Army ever went on a convoy without a gun car.
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